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Introduction 

The IndiaAI Impact Summit 2026, held from February 16–20 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, 

marked a watershed moment in the global governance of Artificial Intelligence. As the first 

major AI convening hosted in the Global South, the Summit successfully transitioned global 

discourse from theoretical policy to "demonstrable impact." Anchored in the philosophical 

framework of “Sarvajan Hitaya, Sarvajan Sukhaya” (Welfare for all, Happiness for all), the 

event underscored India’s emergence not merely as a consumer of technology, but as a primary 

architect of the "fifth industrial revolution." 

 

The Scale of Global Participation 

The Summit witnessed unprecedented international engagement, drawing over 5 lakh 

participants and representatives from 118 countries. Notable attendees included more than 20 

Heads of Government, 60 Ministerial-level representatives, and over 500 global AI experts and 

CEOs, including leaders from NVIDIA, Google, Microsoft, and OpenAI.This massive turnout 

was preceded by a global momentum-building phase comprising 550 pre-summit events across 

30 countries.  

 

The New Delhi Declaration on AI Impact 

The definitive outcome of the Summit was the adoption of the New Delhi Declaration on AI 

Impact, initially endorsed by 89 signatories and later expanding to 91 countries and international 

organizations, including recent additions such as Bangladesh, Costa Rica, and Guatemala. The 

Declaration establishes a shared global vision for "collaborative, trusted, resilient, and efficient 

AI," rooted in the respect for national sovereignty and equitable access to technology. 



The Declaration is structured around Seven Chakras (Pillars) of action: 

1. Democratizing AI Resources: Facilitating affordable access to foundational 

enablers. 

2. Economic Growth and Social Good: Leveraging AI for inclusive development. 

3. Secure and Trusted AI: Establishing interoperable governance and safety 

frameworks. 

4. AI for Science: Accelerating research in health, agriculture, and climate. 

5. Access for Social Empowerment: Strengthening last-mile service delivery. 

6. Human Capital Development: Promoting global skilling and reskilling initiatives. 

7. Resilient, Innovative, and Efficient AI: Prioritizing energy-efficient AI systems. 

 

Key Deliverables and Global Commons 

To operationalize the Declaration, several voluntary global platforms were launched: 

● Charter for the Democratic Diffusion of AI: A framework to promote access to 

foundational resources and support local innovation ecosystems. 

● Global AI Impact Commons: A practical platform for scaling and replicating successful 

AI use cases across regions. 

● Trusted AI Commons: A repository for benchmarks, tools, and best practices to ensure 

system security. 

● AI Workforce Development Playbook: Strategic guidelines for preparing national 

workforces for an AI-driven economy. 

 

Sovereign AI and Infrastructure Commitments 

A central theme of the Summit was India’s commitment to "Sovereign AI"—building indigenous 

foundational models tailored to local languages and contexts. The Government highlighted 

Sarvam AI as a flagship success, an organization developing multilingual models like Bulbul 



(Text-to-Speech) and Saaras (Speech-to-Text), supported by a ₹246.72 crore grant under the 

IndiaAI Mission. 

To power this vision, Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw (Railways, IB, andMeitY) announced a 

strategic expansion of India’s computing capacity. The existing 38,000 Graphics Processing 

Units (GPUs) will be augmented by an additional 20,000 units in the coming weeks. This 

infrastructure backbone is essential for maintaining India’s ranking among the top three AI 

nations globally. Furthermore, the Summit catalyzed massive economic pledges, with 

infrastructure-related investment commitments crossing $250 billion and deep-tech venture 

pledges reaching $20 billion. 

 

Sectoral Impact and Social Innovation 

The Summit served as a launchpad for the Sectoral AI Impact Casebooks, documenting over 170 

scalable AI innovations across Health, Energy, Agriculture, and Education. Examples include 

AI-assisted translation of court judgments and the Kisan E-Mitra initiative for localized 

agricultural support. 

Youth and gender inclusivity were prioritized through flagship challenges: 

● AI for ALL: Identifying large-scale impact solutions. 

● AI by HER: Promoting women-led innovation. 

● YUVAi: A youth challenge that saw 2.5 lakh students take a pledge for responsible AI 

innovation, setting a Guinness World Record. 

 

Conclusion 

The IndiaAI Impact Summit 2026 has successfully repositioned the global AI narrative toward 

"Democratic Diffusion" rather than corporate concentration. By aligning technological ambition 

with ethical responsibility through the Three Sutras—People, Planet, and Progress—India has 



established a blueprint for a Viksit Bharat (Developed India) by 2047, ensuring that the benefits 

of the AI age are shared equitably by all of humanity. 
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